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to which, according to taste, one can give this or that name,
and that this opposition is the expression, and perhaps also
the foundation, of the tension which we term psychic energy.
From theoretical considerations also we could affirm the
existence in children also of such a tension of opposites.
Without it there could be no energy, since, as Heraclitus
has said, " War is the father of all things/'l As I have
already shown, this conflict can be understood as an opposition
between the profoundly natural creature in the new-born
man, and a measure of highly differentiated inheritance.
The natural man is characterized by unmitigated instinctive-
ness. He is completely delivered over to the instincts.
The heritage that stands in opposition to this condition
consists in the memory deposits from all the experiences
of his ancestors. One is inclined to approach this assumption
with scepticism because one thinks that * inherited * ideas
are meant. That is not the case. What is meant is rather
inherited possibilities of ideas, 'paths' that have been
gradually developed through the cumulative experience of
the ancestors. To deny the inheritance of these paths would
be equivalent to denying the inheritance of the brain* To be
logical such sceptics would have to maintain that the child
is born with an ape's brain. Since, however, it is bom with
a human brain, this must sooner or later begin to function
in a human way, and apparently it will begin at the level
of the most recent ancestors. Obviously this functioning
remains deeply unconscious to the child. At first he is
conscious only of the instincts; and all that opposes them
is embodied in his visible parents* Thus the child has no
idea that what stands in his way may be within himself.
Rightly or wrongly, whatever interferes with him is projected
upon the parents or surrogates. This infantile prejudice
clings so persistently that we physicians often have the
greatest trouble in persuading our patients that the wicked
father who forbade everything was far more inside than
ira-njp trdvrwv*

